
  
Jamaican Outreach - 2016 

 
Summary of trip by the Jamaican Outreach Mission Team (“JOM team”) from St. John the 
Evangelist Parish (Severna Park) - 20 to 26 October 2016 prepared by Peter Lally with 
input from the team. This was the ninth year that people from our parish through their own 
resources visited the Diocese of Mandeville. 

"Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.”    Mother 
Teresa 

Pictured below is the list of participants making the 2016 trip along with Reverend Martin 
Ndyanabo, Permanent Delegate of the Apostolic Administration and Vicar General for the 
Diocese of Mandeville: Sister Maureen Kelly, Spiritual Adviser for the 2016 JOM Team; 
Peter “Pete” J. Lally Sr., Coordinator for the JOM 2016 Team; Timothy “Tim” Abell; Keith 
Behr; Louis “Tony” Caruso; John Heil; Joseph “Joe” Golden; Deborah “Debbie” Rickert; 
Fernand “Frenchie” Verrier; and Geraldine “Gerry” Verrier. 
 

 
 



Travelogue 

Thursday, October 20, 2016: Travel on this trip to and from our final destination at the 
Our Lady of Dunsinane Mission Centre, in Hatfield, Manchester takes about a full day. This 
includes a three-and-a-half hour direct flight from BWI Thurgood Marshal Airport to 
Sangster International Airport in Montego Bay, a brief lunch at “Margaritaville” in Montego 
Bay and a nearly three-hour mountainous journey to the retreat house just outside 
Mandeville, Jamaica. We encountered no delays on our first day of travel; however, we did 
experience significant rainfall on the last leg of the trip with many “hair pin” turns on our 
trip through the mountains. As usual, Michael “Ronnie” Simpson, our faithful driver and 
navigator did another fantastic job in getting us there safely. Upon arrival, we were greeted 
by Ms. Peggy Vines, our house staff person with a warm and delicious dinner. 
 
Friday, October 21, 2016: We began our first full day in Jamaica with morning Mass in the 
chapel celebrated by Father Martin. Sister Maureen, our Spiritual Coordinator, led us with 
music and hymns that she brought with her on CDs. After breakfast, the Team was given an 
overview of our trip by Mrs. Pauline Russell, the Education Coordinator, for the Diocese of 
Mandeville. She explained that while less than 4 % of the population of Jamaica is Catholic, 
much of the island is very religious with diverse Christian communities. 
 
In terms of the mission of the Diocese of Mandeville, Mrs. Russell explained that this 
included meeting a broad spectrum of needs besides operating churches and schools such 
as: 

• Feeding and clothing the poor 
• Operating five medical clinics 
• Supporting senior housing 
• Operating HIV and AIDS educational programs 
• Building houses for the poor and assisting children programs for the severely 

disabled 
In the educational area, the Diocese supports: 

• The Catholic College of Mandeville 
• Several high schools (including one that is vocational) 
• Multiple basic or primary schools (elementary schools) and about 10 proprietary 

schools (pre-schools with children between 3-5 years of age). 
 
In the parish of St. Margaret Mary, approximately 256 children attend the school: 135 of 
whom are in the basic school and 121 in the proprietary. At the St. Philomena School, 34 
students are in the pre-school program. St. John’s annually supports subsidies for tuition at 
the school at St. Philomena, mostly to help support salaries for teachers. From time to time, 
St John has additionally provided support for improvements at both St. Margaret Mary and 
St. Philomena’s churches and schools. 
 
Finally, Mrs. Russell commented that the overwhelming support for these sister parishes 
comes from outside resources and not from within. In most instances, this amounts to 
more than 90 percent. Additionally, most of the priests in the Mandeville Diocese come 



from outside Jamaica (mostly Africa). At the conclusion of her remarks, Mr. Lally mentioned 
that early next year, St. John’s will be sending clothing possibly through the container ship 
of Food for the Poor. We will notify the Diocese of these details later. 
 
For the remaining portion of the day, the team went to Portland Cottage (about a 90-
minute drive one way) to interact with the children of St. Philomena’s school. This provided 
a wonderful opportunity to share with them many of the school supplies, art materials, 
candy medicine and other materials that we brought with us in our second suit cases for 
these children (approximately 500 pounds). The highlight of the day was playing soccer 
with the school children. Joe Golden brought soccer balls and nets which the children 
enjoyed immensely. (Thanks Joe…great idea!!!) 
 
During our visit at St. Philomena, Frenchie had an opportunity to do a little reconnaissance 
of needs and came up with a shopping list for later in the afternoon. These items included a 
refrigerator, blender, double broiler, mops, bathroom hardware, rakes and painting 
materials for the next day. In all, we purchased about $1,200 in materials later in the day on 
a visit to various stores in Mandeville. We also stopped by the computer store and 
purchased cartridges for Suzette’s computer. After dinner that evening, Sister Maureen led 
us in a spiritual reflection that included prayer and music.  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Saturday, October 22, 2016- On our second full day in Jamaica, we were up early for Mass 
in the Chapel celebrated again by Father Martin. He arrived promptly at 7:28 a.m. We joked 
with Father about this because he was 40 minutes late in arriving the day before….as he 
told us even Jesus was a firm believer in giving people a second chance. After breakfast, we 
prepared for the extensive trip (approximately an hour and a half to St Philomena’s Church 
and School) in Portland Cottage. Upon our arrival at St. Philomena’s, we were greeted again 
by Ms. Suzette Anderson, the school principal, Father Paul, and some local parishioners.  
 
Our entire Saturday was dedicated to painting the exterior of the church. Approximately 15 
people (including 10 JOM team members) were on hand to make sure the job got 
completed in one day. During the afternoon break, everyone was treated to a hot lunch that 
was prepared by Ms. Garcia (cook at the school and recipient of the house two years 
previously) and other ladies. This also provided an opportunity for many of our Jamaican 
brothers and sisters to show their gratitude to us as well as acknowledge thankfulness to 
the Lord for His many blessings. This was the day that Father Paul was presented with a 
pair of dress shoes and a laptop computer. Later that evening after dinner at Our Lady of 
Dunsinane, Sister Maureen led us in another prayerful session where we were able to 
recognize our accomplishments and give thanks to our Lord for allowing us to help our 
Jamaican friends. 
 
 

 



 
 
Sunday, October 23, 2016- On Sunday morning, we did not attend Mass at the Chapel 
because we were scheduled for services at our sister churches. After a light breakfast, we 
were off to attend Holy Mass at the parish of St. Margaret Mary at 9 o’clock and the mission 
church at St. Philomena’s at 11 o’clock. The trip to Saint Margaret Mary’s took about an 
hour and 15 minutes. We were received and welcomed by the congregation and met some 
of our Jamaican family from previous years. The church attendance was about 35 people 
including our team members. Ms. Doreen Brown led the congregation with music and 
Father Paul celebrated the Mass. At the end of Mass, on behalf of all the members of St. 
John’s parish, Sister Maureen thanked the parishioners of St. Margaret Mary. She said that 
we don’t always know all of the treasures that God has given to us but we were thankful 
that we can help our sister parishes in Lionel Town and Portland Cottage. A lot has been 
given to us at Saint John’s and our missionary work gets reenergized every time we visit 
Jamaica. 
 
Shortly afterwards, we departed for St. Philomena and arrived around 11 o’clock where we 
were again met by other Jamaican families from prior trips. Approximately 40 people 
attended Mass, including our team members and many small children. Mass concluded 
with a lovely dance by Michaela and a light lunch of sandwiches and cakes. 
 
We departed mid-afternoon for Little Ochie Restaurant for our annual seafood feast 
(interrupted by a supply stop at the Megamart in Mandeville). We arrived at the restaurant 
around 3:30 p.m. after a ferocious tropical storm. The restaurant is located in the Alligator 
Alley, on the southern coast of Jamaica. Our exceptional seafood dinner included: lobster, 
fish, chicken, deep fried bread, (festival), and a plantain based vegetable. Afterwards, we 
drove back through the mountains to Our Lady of Dunsinane and prepared for our house 
building project over the next two days. 
 
 
Monday October 24, 2016: After Mass celebrated by Father Martin, the team ate breakfast 
and prepared lunches for the trip to Bailleston, Claredon. There, the group worked erecting 
the 12-foot-by-24-foot home for Ms. Novlette, Maitland. She is a 47-year old single parent 
who is the mother of seven children, who are fathered by different men. The ages of the 
children range from 21 years to 1 year. She is unemployed and many of the fathers do very 
little to provide for the needs of their children. According to Father Thomas, her sponsor at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, this is a serious case of poverty as Novlette is unable to 
sufficiently provide for the economic and welfare needs of her large family. The dwelling 
that they currently occupy is small and unhygienic. The family struggles daily to make ends 
meet. 

Most of the work on this day included unloading the truck of all building materials and 
erecting the walls and framing for the roof. Because of the heavy rains from the day before, 
working conditions were very muddy on a hillside terrain where the foundation had been 
placed. Four carpenters from the Diocese of Mandeville along with eight workers from our 
St. John’s Jamaican Outreach Team worked hand in hand through intermittent rain to get 



the walls of this three room house up on the first day. This was no small feat because of the 
conditions. Extra sandwiches that we prepared were shared Ms. Maitland’s family and the 
Diocesan carpenters. 

 In late afternoon, the team left the work site to go to Saint John Bosco Home for Boys 
where we arrived around 4:30 p.m. After a tour of the school, the new garden center and 
banquet facility, the team enjoyed a pizza dinner with Sister Mimi, Administrator for the 
school. As reported in previous years, the population of the school is approximately 110 
boys who range in age from 5 through 21 years of age. The school’s population is only half 
of what it used to be because of decreased governmental referrals, driven by a change in 
placement policy. After our wonderful meal, we thanked Sister Mimi for her hospitality and 
purchased some art objects made by the students. 

Upon returning to Our Lady of Dusinane, we had a Reflections session that was conducted 
by Sister Faith Okerson, a sister of the Blessed Sacrament. At that time, we contemplated on 
what we had seen and experienced as individuals and as a group. The challenges of our trip 
were beginning to sink in and we knew that we had one day left to complete our final task. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Tuesday, October 25, 2016:  After another beautiful Mass celebrated By Father Martin 
and breakfast, we departed for the Gift of Hope- Mustard Seed (www.Mustardseed.com), a 
special needs community for children in Manchester, Jamaica. We were greeted by Ann 
Marie Parker, the Administrator who informed us about their program for approximately 
12 residents. Their mission statement is: “Inspired by the healing and caring Ministry of 
Jesus Christ, we aim through the positive interaction of caring, sharing and training, to 
uplift the most vulnerable members of society, especially handicapped and abandoned 
children, and marginalized communities. We are committed to the fostering of homes and 
communities, which will lead us all to loving service and mutual respect and which will 
bring us joy, hope and dignity.” Our visit was only about an hour long but we will truly 
remember the faces of these beautiful children. 
 
The remainder of the day involved the finishing of the Maitland house which included the 
installation of windows and doors, the hanging of a roof and the painting of the house with 
two coats of paint. Departing Bailleston around 6:00 p.m., the Team took pleasure in noting 
that they had completed another successful mission. We also took comfort in knowing that 
we had no accidents during the construction phases. Fr Thomas blessed the house for the 
new occupants and we left our Jamaican workers and friends with a great sense of love and 
happiness.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wed, October 26, 2016:  After our final Mass and breakfast, we departed for Montego Bay 
around 9 0’clock and arrived at Montego Bay shortly after 12 o’clock. We obtained our 
boarding passes and cleared customs without any delays. Our flight departed Montego Bay 
on schedule and we arrived at BWI Marshal at approximately 7:30 p.m. Once we arrived, 
there were no major issues going through customs and immigration. All home safe and 
sound shortly thereafter. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Some General Comments from Team Members 

 
 

• “I’ve been to Jamaica five times and I never seemed to be amazed at the people we 
come to visit and help with our time, talent and treasures. They have so little in 
treasures, but, at church today, Sunday, the 23rd, October 2016, they had a continuing 
collection for the people of Haiti who were devastated by the latest hurricane…just 
think …Jamaica is one of the poorest nations in the Caribbean and they are collecting 
for Haiti.” … Frenchie and Gerry Verrier 

 
• “Poor and not necessarily knowing where their next meal is coming from and yet they 

still donate money to the victims of the hurricane in Haiti…truly amazing!” … Debbie 
Rickert 

 
• “The two Jamaicas…where tourists flock to the all-inclusive resorts on the Northern 

coast beaches for fun in the sun and where the St. John’s team goes to the Southern 
coast to change people’s lives and make a difference!” ...Tony Caruso 

 
• “Despite the most basic living conditions, our Jamaican family has learned to 

appreciate their most valuable resource - each other. Their hospitality and 
graciousness was overwhelming, as we witnessed their most sincere appreciation for 
all the efforts from the parishioners at St. John the Evangelist.” … Keith Behr 

 
• “It is my third trip to our families in Jamaica. The gratitude of our families here would 

put us to shame. Yes, we do great things like build a house, provide a refrigerator, 
mops, cooking pots, etc. but the look in the eyes of the children when you give them a 
sandwich or a cookie makes your heart ache. To hear a child who hasn’t had much to 
eat in two or three days truly calls me to examine myself and all that I have in life. 
Water is like having a million dollars…..What a luxury we take for granted!” … Sister 
Maureen 

 
• “There is one memory that I will never forget about Jamaica. It happened whether it 

was pouring down rain and we were driving in a van with no shocks, over roads with 
pot holes so big they ate large dump trucks. It happened whether it was in the 90’s 
with 95 % humidity and we were outside painting with oil-based paint, it happened 
during our daily Mass, our evening reflections, our daily interaction with our Jamaican 
hosts, and even with strangers that we would meet and interact with daily. The item I 
hold dearest is watching Sister Maureen Kelly smile, and speak with the utmost 
sincerity to our hosts and never once complain about anything. As the senior member 
of our group, she was right in the thick of every task we performed. Even if that task 
was barreling down the road at an unsafe speed and hitting pot holes so jarring they 
could rupture a spleen, she simply smiled, said something uplifting and rubbed on 
some Ben-Gay on her knees in the evening. She was my inspiration!” … Tim Abell 

 



• “The trip was again very rewarding. I always believe we give little to the Jamaican 

people and they give us so much love and appreciation for what we do. Also, I was 

impressed at how the team worked together. Everyone just ‘jumped’ in and did what had 

to be accomplished. It seemed to me that the team had a real team spirit. Additionally, we 

were working under less than ideal working conditions and the team just joked 

about it.”….John Heil   
 

• “As the person chosen as team leader, I was so very proud of each member of St. John’s 
team. You all worked very hard, but you shared God’s love in everything you did. The 
day you went to Mustard Seed was truly amazing. You held disabled children like they 
were yours. You walked and played with autistic children and helped them see a small 
ray of hope in their very simple but God loving lives! I hope the trip was an inspiration 
to you and that you will always dedicate your life to giving back, in the way of St. 
Ignatius, to others in need.” … Pete Lally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Final Comments and Recommendations 
 

• ININTIATE THE BUILDING PROCESS SOONER – Every year for nine years, St. 
John’s has built a house for a needy family in Jamaica. This, by itself, is really 
remarkable and has resulted in many people no longer being homeless. Before we 
arrive in Jamaica, the local construction crews for the Diocese of Mandeville erect a 
foundation on which we build the house. This year, we encountered a significant 
amount of mud in the center area of the house meaning there was no gravel or 
concrete floor. Only eight of our ten members of the team could work at the site 
location. And many of them encountered difficulty navigating.  
 
It is recommended that we start the building process long before we arrive. In 
this way, there should be ample time to have foundation and concrete floor available 
before. This may mean that we send the check well in advance of our arrival. We 
realize that we are dependent on our Jamaican brethren to have everything in place 
before we arrive but if we initiate the process six months ahead of time, this might 
result in safer working areas. 
 

• FOLLOW-UP WITH THIS YEAR’S HOUSE – As we were leaving the house location 
on October 25th, we were all wondering when Ms. Maitland may be given an 
opportunity to inhabit the new house. This would depend on the installation of the 
floor which she does not have the money to pay for. Additionally, we may consider 
sending an additional $1,500 since we only paid $3,000, the cost of a single house. In 
the past we have paid $4,500 for a double. While we were there, Mrs. Russell said 
that a double house costs $6,000. 
 
In any event, we should follow-up with the Diocese to see if we owe more 
money and how much. Secondly, we should follow up on what’s happening 
with the foundation. 

 
• CONSIDER A CLOTHING DRIVE – Father Paul discussed with some of the team 

members about having a used clothing drive, the proceeds of which could be used 
for some of the poor in the Portland Cottage (St, Philomena’s) area. As he envisioned 
it, St. John’s could collect and send clothing and apparel (men’s, women’s, boy’s and 
girl’s) so that they could sell at a local flea market. The clothing could be packed and 
shipped through the container ship with Food for the Poor. All boxes would have to 
be carefully marked for Father’s attention at St. Philomena’s. 
 

• CONSIDER IMPROVEMENTS TO ST. PHILOMENA’S SCHOOL – This might be more 
of a long-term project and would probably need the approval of the Diocese; 
however, Father Paul suggested an extension be considered for the school. The 
details of this idea were not discussed extensively, but he is looking at an additional 
classroom of 6-feet-by-18 feet. Some more gravel and sprucing up of the front 
school yard might be a worthwhile endeavor as well. 


